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Inside this issue: Pastor Marraine’s Musing... 
 On my way to my reunion at Andover Newton Theological School,  

I stopped at Walden Pond west of Boston.  Walden Pond was made famous by 

Henry David Thoreau who spent a year living in a small cabin on its banks in the 

19th century.  The result of which was Walden: Or, Life in the Woods where he 

reflects on his experiences.  Surprisingly, I don’t believe I made it there during the 

time I lived in Boston.  In all likelihood, I probably hadn’t been there since before 

we moved to Maine from Lexington when I was five.   

 Sitting on the banks of Walden Pond was a sacred moment for me.  It was 

a reminder to get outside more.  To spend time in the woods.  To dive into the 

water.  To put my feet in the sand.  To look up at the stars.  To enjoy the shade of 

the trees.   

 It is extremely easy to let the chaos of our schedules overtake our lives.   

It is easy to put the deadlines, assignments, reports, and meetings in front of taking 

time to be in relationship with God.  In my sacred time at Walden Pond gazing at 

the water, I lifted up a prayer of thanksgiving for the blessing of spending those 

moments in quiet reflection.  I asked God to guide me in finding more balance 

between the must dos and my time spent in intentional time of prayer and 

reflection.  Perhaps in the midst of that balance we might find that what develops  

is a more efficient God centered existence.  May it be so for all of us.   
 

“I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the 

essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, 

when I came to die, discover that I had not lived.”   

― Henry David Thoreau, Walden 
 

 Blessings, Pastor Marraine 

 

First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

Our mission is to create and nurture  

a family of Faith to do God’s work,  

  modeling the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

  

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/10264.Henry_David_Thoreau
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2361393
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:  ucc-corning@verizon.net 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

 

 

 

Community Office Hours October 11/12 

Book Discussion October 12 

Women’s Fellowship October 12 

CROP Walk October 23 

All Saints Sunday November 6 

Trustee’s Luncheon November 13 

Budget Discussion December 4 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:     Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm. 

Pastor Marraine:  Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.  

Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits. 

Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.     

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

 

   

The theme for this year’s Stewardship campaign is “Go and 

Do the Same”; it is a reminder of our present-day 

commitment to follow the gospel and make a difference. As 

we begin our Stewardship outreach this month, the Trustees 

would like to call your attention to some of the specific dates 

that have been set aside. Sermons and testimonials will be 

offered, letters will be sent, and operating budgets will be 

tendered. 
  

On Sunday, November 13, we will celebrate our financial 

commitments for 2017 with a consecration of our pledge 

cards indicating our giving intentions.  The service will be 

followed by a luncheon hosted by the Trustees. 
 

After service on December 4, we invite you to gather for a 

presentation and discussion of the tentative budget. The final 

budget will be voted on at our Annual Meeting in January.   

 

Please join us on all of these important dates to prepare to 

help shape our mission and ministry for next year. 

 

Pam Schmitt 

2016 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
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Community Office Hours 
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup 

Tuesday, October 11, 9-11am 

Wednesday, October 12, 3-5pm 
 

Come by for a warm drink  

and a visit.  
  

Bring a friend or colleague  

to meet her! 

Women's Fellowship Meeting,  

Wed., October 12th at 11:30 AM.   
Bring your own lunch.  We’ll pack goodie bags for 

college students and discuss future plans. 

All women are welcome! 

The October Deacon’s Offering–  

Neighbors in Need 

Neighbors in Need is a special mission offering of 

the United Church of Christ that supports ministries 

of justice and compassion throughout the United 

States.  One third of NIN funds support the Council 

for American Indian ministry (CAIM).  Two thirds 

of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and  

Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of 

justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct  

service projects.  Neighbors in Need grants are 

awarded to churches and organizations doing justice 

work in their communities.  These grants fund  

projects whose work ranges from direct service to 

community organizing and advocacy to address  

systemic injustice.  Funding is provided through  

donations to the Neighbors in Need offering. 

Online Bill Pay 
 

Have you ever forgotten to send 

your contribution to church?  

Or maybe, you are just tired of 

repeatedly writing checks at 

whatever interval you choose?  
 

The majority of banks and credit unions in this area 

have the ability to take care of the task for you.  

They offer an online bill pay system that will send 

FCUCC a check for whatever amount you tell them 

and for whenever you wish to have one sent – 

weekly, monthly, etc. 
 

If you bank online and think you would find this 

convenient, please see Pam Schmitt for questions 

about this option for giving. 

The Camino Continues . . . 
 

Pastor Marraine will  

be away  

October 13th - 

October 29th  

to complete the  

Camino journey  

she began in the  

Spring of 2015.   

 

 

Marraine and her dad will be walking from Sarria to  

Santiago de Compostela which is roughly 70 miles.   

 

While Pastor Marraine is away, Michael Simons 

will be leading worship on Oct 16th and Rev. Gary 

McCaslin will lead it on Oct 23rd.   A couple of 

local clergy will be on call for pastoral 

emergencies.   
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Christian Education 

Introduction to the Bible for Adults  

 
This fall our two older Sunday School classes are studying basics of the Bible.  Their classes will culminate in 

the awarding of Bibles during worship on November 20th and include a Bible Trivia session with the kids 

facing off against the adults that day during coffee hour. 

 
To prepare the adults for the trivia session,  

Pastor Marraine is offering a morning and  

an evening session:  
  

Three Wednesdays ~ 

 November 2, 9, and 16.    

You may chose either the morning session  

at 9am or the evening session at 7pm  

depending on your schedule. 

 

Fall Book Study:   
Grounded:  Finding God in the World, A Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass 

 

During a sermon, I mentioned this book.  Several of you were 

interested in reading it.  So – we have a fall book study!   
 

From my sermon . . “Just listen to the titles of the chapters – Genesis, 

Dirt, Water, Sky, Roots, Home, Neighborhood, Commons, and 

Revelation.   Reading such topics with my shoes muddied from the 

dirt, with a body of water within eyesight, and with a gorgeous sky 

above me helped all of what she wrote sink in that much more 

effectively.  Grounded was indeed a wonderful book to read in the 

midst of the wilderness in my effort to reactivate my conversation 

with God after a busy month or two.”   

  

I am offering a morning and evening session:   

Three Wednesdays ~ 

September 28, October 5, and October 12.   

You may chose either the morning session at 9am and evening 

session at 7pm depending on your schedule.   

 
 

Visit the author’s website for purchasing options:   

http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grounded-finding-god-in-the-world-a-spiritual-revolution/ 

http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grounded-finding-god-in-the-world-a-spiritual-revolution/
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PROJECTS UPDATE 
 
The last week in September has seen extraordinary progress with our capital campaign 

projects.  This summer the parking lot was given a new coat of black top.  While we are 

still having issues with water runoff, especially in the areas where we all walk, our 

contractor, Steve Christy, has taken another look at it and it was decided to wait until 

spring and see if there is another way to get water to drain to the grass rather than just 

lay on the parking lot waiting to evaporate. We have considered a drain, but that is not 

without long term consequences. He is being very cooperative and we will work with 

him again next spring. 

 

Through Cutler’s Carpeting a vinyl planking material 

has been installed in Fellowship Hall, the Noah’s Ark 

classroom, the hallway, office, handicap bathroom, 

music room and all the closets along the hall and in 

each room.  Local contractor, Tim Allington, and his 

crew have done a very nice job and have been a 

pleasure to work with. We feel the new look will give 

our church a more uplifting and inviting appearance 

from the moment you enter the back entrance. In 

addition tiles have been installed at the back entrance 

to catch the dampness of the elements, thus 

eliminating the constant sliding of mats at that 

entrance. 

 

Between now and Thanksgiving we plan to replace 

the cabinets and counters in the kitchen and have 

Mr. Allington’s crew back to finish the floor in the 

kitchen.  With any luck the accordion closet door in 

the hallway will be replaced this fall as well.  

 

If you haven’t noticed, on one Friday evening 

recently the large accordion door in Fellowship Hall 

and the one in the Noah’s Ark classroom were 

removed in preparation for the laying of the new 

flooring.  A big thank you to Josh and Patrick 

Wilkens, Tom & Patrick McGrew, Noel Sylvester, 

Dave Lambert, Jim & Joyce Nelson, and Bob 

Garrett.  And a special thank you to everyone who 

helped move everything from the Noah’s Ark room 

to the Narthex after church on September 25th.  On 

Friday evening, September 30, Dick Perry and Cathy and Charlie Hogan and two of their grandchildren along 

with John Brown, helped to put choir robes back in the music room and got that room organized; Lauralyn 

Simons  did a great job moving items back into the Noah’s Ark room in preparation for Sunday and Jim & 

Joyce Nelson, Margo Brown, Ed Lewis, and Bob Garrett worked to get the rest of the rooms organized and 

ready for Sunday. Trustees and I appreciate all the help from everyone who worked so hard to make this project 

possible.  

 

Judy Garrett 

 

*Please see an additional article regarding the finances of our capital campaign on the next page. 
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RECEIPTS: THROUGH DEC. 2015 164,084.00    

Received from Jan - Sept. 2016 38,118.00      

TOTAL RECEIPTS: 202,202.00    

PROJECTS

COMPLETED: DISHWASHER 4,350.00         

WINDOWS 52,427.00      

SIDEWALKS 10,900.00      

PAINT/SUPPLIES - WINDOWS 229.00            

PAINTER - WINDOWS 1,000.00         

BACK ENTRANCE DOOR 6,960.00         

PAINT - DOOR 64.00               

ARCHITECT'S FEE - 2015 1,031.00         

HALE ROOFING 52,300.00      

ARCHITECT'S FINAL FEE - 2016 890.00            

CONCRETE SPLASH PADS & ROOF REPAIR 115.93            

PARKING LOT 20,740.00      

FLOORING - VINYL PLANKING 20,240.00      

TOTAL EXPENSES: 171,246.93    

FUNDS AVAILABLE 30,955.07      

ORIGINAL PLEDGED AMOUNT: 170,274.00     

  (42 PLEDGING UNITS)

4TH YEAR PLEDGED AMOUNT: 75,070.00        

(17 pledges, 3 were new ones)

TOTAL PLEDGED AMOUNT: 245,344.00     

OUTSTANDING: 43,142.00        

PAULINE LEWIS ESTATE FUND BALANCE: 6,000.00          

Brisco Lounge Expenses:

..Paint & supplies 173.54            

..Blinds - total cost 1,098.00         

..Carpet - Cutler's 1,550.00         

Total Expenses: 2,821.54         

Funds available for Brisco Lounge: 3,178.46          

NOTE:

PROJECTS STILL TO BE COMPLETED:

Projected cost

Folding door replacements

     .Hallway closet 1600-1800

Pew cushion replacement 10,000.00      

Kitchen upgrade (cabinets/counter tops ordered)

     .Counter top replacement 6,160.76         

     .Cupboard replacement 10,088.15      

    . Contractor 5,000.00         

Flooring in kitchen - already paid

Patio

     .Back lawn

Front Entrance

     .Wider/more inviting sidewalk

     .Permanent planter boxes

     .Front door treatment - lock, etc.

     .Landscaping

Air Conditioning systems 3,000.00         

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FINANCIAL UPDATE - updated Sept. 30, 2016 
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All Saints Sunday Observance - Sunday, November 6th 
 

On November 6th  we will remember church members and friends who have passed away over the past year.  

The service includes a time of reflection as we light candles and view photos of friends so close to our hearts. 
 

If you would like someone to be honored during this service, please complete the following information and 

return it to the office by October 31st.  You can also email a photo to uccpastorcorning@gmail.com or drop 

off a photo at the office and we will make a copy and return the original to you. 
 

Thank you,  Board of Deacons 

 

All Saints Sunday Observance Form 
 

 Your name:     _______________________________________________________ 

 

 Name of person remembered:  __________________________________________ 

 

 Birthdate:  ______________________                Date of Death:  _______________ 

 
 

SUSQUHANA ASSOCIATION FALL MEETING, 2016 
 

The theme of the Fall Meeting of the Susquehanna Association held at the Preble Congregational 

Church on September 24 was spirituality. Five clergy ladies in the Homer – Cortland area have been working 

together and have forged a spiritual bond that they described to those attending. Asked later, individually, they 

agreed that the bond they had created was similar to a good marriage with supporting, nurturing, caring, 

respecting, and encouraging. One participant volunteered that this spiritual experience with the other clergy had 

made her marriage even stronger. 

Roberta Valentine, the new counselor was installed to the Ministry of the Family Counseling Ministry. 

She will be serving the Cortland area and may, at a later date, also cover the Elmira-Corning area. 

In the business meeting the budget was passed which included an increase in the per capita assessment 

to $7.50. This was felt necessary to support the Family Counseling Ministry that is a mission project of the 

Susquehanna Association.   Submitted by John Sands, Delegate.  



 

  8

From the Mailbag.... 

Dear Joyce and church members, 

Your garden is incredible!  Thank you so much for sharing with our Pantry.   

We really appreciate your efforts.   

Sincerely,  

Jean K. Krebs 

    

2nd   Bev Sokira 

5th    Sam Mertus 

5th    Sophia McMaster 

7th   Lois Katt 

8th   Abigail Kohnke 

12th Sue Milazzo 

13th Susan Elliott 

18th Bruce Graf 

20th Graham Simons 

22nd Debby Perry 

23rd Shirley Kowalik 

25th Wendy Winnett 

Dear Friends, 

Every day in the Southern Finger Lakes, people turn to Planned Parenthood to receive accurate and 

compassionate sexual and reproductive health care.  Your generosity allows us to advance our mission and 

promote healthy sexuality and reproductive choice through exceptional services, honest education, and fearless 

advocacy.  Support such as yours allows us to Care.  No matter what.   

 

The impact of your gift  has lasting effects on the individuals and community we proudly serve.  Because of 

you, each year thousands of people across our region know they have somewhere safe to go to receive 

exceptional care and honest answers to their questions without judgement, and regardless of their ability to pay.   

 

On behalf of the staff of Planned Parenthood of the Southern Finger Lakes and all those who rely on us, thank 

you!  Even in the hardest of times, you give us the courage, ability and means to continue to provide our 

services to the thousands who turn to us each and every year.   

 

Sincerely, 

Alicia Kenaley,  

Vice President of Development and Public Affairs 
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Photo Gallery 
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 Church Events 

Corning Area CROP Walk 
Sunday, October 23rd  
 

If you are interested in walking, please sign up at 

www.crophungerwalk.org/corningny or contact Pastor Marraine for a 

pledge form.  All walkers must have a pledge form even if your pledges 

are all collected online. 
 

The walk route will follow the same route as it did last year.  We begin 

from this church, walk east on Pulteney St, south on Bridge St, and East 

on West William to Museum Way.   The route is roughly three 

miles.  You are welcome to walk the route twice to follow the CROP 

tradition of six miles which is the average distance someone in the two 

thirds world walks for water daily.   

 

This year CROP Hunger Walks will share almost $3 million with food banks, pantries, community gardens and 

other local efforts across the U.S.  This support is made possible when local CROP Hunger Walks choose the 

unique option of returning to 25 percent of what their Walk raises to hunger-fighting programs in their own 

community. 

  

Please support this important ministry through walking, pledging, or volunteering.   

          Community Events 

AIM's fifth annual Allies in Disguise  

5K Run and Mile Walk  
Saturday, Oct. 29, 2016 

at Craig Park in Painted Post. 
 

In addition to the 5K and awareness walk, the event will 

feature food and activities for children, including a fun run.  

All participants are encouraged to wear a costume. 
 

The cost of the event is $20 

per person, with discounts for 

families that register to two or 

more people. Children 5 and 

under can participate for free. 
 

By registering, you'll support 

AIM and people with disabilities in our community. All funds 

raised during this event will remain local. 

Aging in Place 
Thursday, October 20, 2016 
Dr. Cynthia Huling Hummel,  

Former Pastor at First Presbyterian 

Church of Waverly 
 

She will share some of her experiences 

of living with Alzheimer’s disease.  

Learn how important exercise, 

cognitive challenges and social 

activity are to living with this disease.   

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/corningny
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Nami 7:00pm 

Deacon’s Mtg. 
7:00pm 

Trustee’s  Mtg. 
7:00pm 

10:00am  Worship & 
Communion 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

Community 
Office Hours 
at Soulful Cup 
3-5pm 

10:00am Worship 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

 

Community 
Office Hours 
at Soulful Cup 
9-11am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 7:00pm AA 

Aging in Place 
9am- noon 

Nami 7:00pm 

10:00am Worship 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 
   

Women’s Fellowship 
11:30 am 

Book Study 
9am & 7ppm 

Pastoral Relations  Mtg. 
7:00pm 

Advisory  Mtg. 
7:00pm 

7:00pm AA 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

10:00am Worship 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

10:00am Worship 
The CROP Walk 

5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Book Study 
9am & 7ppm 
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


